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Objective: It is still a matter of discussion whether skletonized or pedicled technique is more effective. The aim of this study is comparison of skletonized and pedicled technique.
Methods: Two hundred seventeen patients undergone isolated coronary artery bypass graft surgery were grouped according to harvesting technique of IMA (163 pedicled, Group P versus 54 skletonized, Group S) between June and September 2010. Postoperative hemorrhage, number of blood transfused, operative and postoperative data were analyzed prospectively.
Results: Total average amount of drainage was significantly lower in Group S (850.00 ± 382.77 mL versus 1064.72 ± 537.88 mL; p = 0.007). Also the number of blood transfused was significantly lower in Group S (1.50 ± 1.24 U versus 2.88 ± 2.29 U; p < 0.001). There was no significant difference between group P and group S according to incidence of deep sternal wound infection (p = 0.077). But it was noteworthy that there was no deep sternal wound infection in group S. The incidence of superficial wound infection was higher in Group P (pedicled 17.9% versus skletonized 5.6%, p = 0.027). Mean intensive care unit stay ( 3.99 ± 5.07 days versus,  1.98 ± 2.12 days; p = 0.005) and mean postoperative in-hospital stays (9.72 ± 6.30 days versus,  6.57 ± 2.37 days; p < 0.001) were significantly lower in group S.
 Conclusions: There is no significant difference between the skletonized and the pedicled technique according to complications, but skletonized technique has lower hemorrhage and needs lower blood transfusion. 

